emorial Day, originally called Decoration Day;, is a day
of remembrance for those who died in service of the
United States of America. Waterloo N.Y. was officially
declared\the Bjrthplace of Memorial Day by President Lyndon
Johnson in May 1966.

Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War and a desire to
honor the dead. It was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868
by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand
Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11. “The 30th
of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with
flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who
died in defense of their country during the late rebellion,

and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and
hamlet churchyard in the land,” he proclaimed. The date of
Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn't the
anniversary of any particular battle.

On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a
speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants
decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate
soldiers buried there.

In 1915, inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” Moina
Michael conceived of an idea to wear red poppies on Memorial
day in honor of those who died serving the nation during war.
She was the first to wear one, and sold poppies to her friends
and co-workers with the money going to benefit servicemen in
need. In 1948 the US Post Office honored Ms. Michael for her
role in founding the National Poppy movement by issuing a red
3¢ postage stamp with her likeness.

The “National Moment of Remembrance” resolution asks that at
3 p.m. local time, for all Americans “To voluntarily and
informally observe in their own way a Moment of remembrance
and respect, pausing from whatever they are doing for a
moment of silence or listening to “Taps.”
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Mayor Ron Watts
Mayor Pro-Tem Lou DeVita
Council Member Wilson Sherrill
Council Member Carol Scott
Council Member Mike Williams
Council Member Terry Johnson
Town Administrator Susan Parker

Committee to Honor America’s Veterans
Gordon Coulson, Chairman
AT John Corbett, 1 Vice Chairman
Karen Joseph, 2™ Vice Chairperson
Charlie Nern, Treasurer
Lou DeVita, Assistant Treasurer
Loretta Danielik, Secretary

Steering Committee Members
Gere Andujar, Events Coordinator
Bob Hanania
Chuck Helmboldt, Construction Chairman
Joe Johnson, Architect
Jay Kerr

Program

Welcome ..o, Mayor Ron Watts

Invocation .........cc..... Rev. Mary Jane Wilson-Parsons
Seaside United Methodist Church

Pledge of Allegiance ........ Mayor Pro-Tem Lou DeVita
National Anthem .....cccccccevvvvnrnnenneneee. Linda Ladrick
Introduction of Judge Ola Lewis ...... Mayor Ron Watts
Keynote Address ........ Superior Court Judge Ola Lewis

Memorial Groundbreaking ....... LTC Gordon Coulson
U.S. Army (Retired)

Laying of Memorial Wreath ........ Boy Scout Troop 201

Taps oo, Steven Baker & Ben Simmons

The Town of Sunset Beach would like to thank you
for attending our ceremony of remembrance.



